Before the advent of the Europeans in
before the advent of the colonialists and headed by a traditional ruler.
According to A. E. Afigbo, traditional institutions are the custodian of local tradition and customs (Afigbo, 1972: 35) Across Africa, traditional political institutions including spiritual ones were found to be important institutions with responsibilities such as land allocation, conflict resolution and mediation with spirits (Blom, 2000: 16) . 
Theoretical Framework
The theoretical framework adopted for the purpose of this study is the liberal political economy approach. Liberal political economy interprets both political and socio-cultural forces as explanatory elements in economic analysis. It is a holistic approach to historical methodology.
This approach underscores the enduring relative importance of traditional political institution in political context. Owa colonial Idanre kingdom provides a case study of the conceptual value of this approach.
Tradition of Origin of Idanre Kingdom
Idanre is one of the major towns in Ondo State of Nigeria. It is about 336 km from Lagos, and lies between Akure and Ondo town to the South-Southwest and East-East North of both towns respectively (Omole: 2012) . The town is made up of the hill top sanctuary which has about 640 steps up the hill with five resting spots; and settlements at the base of the hills. Idanre is one of the most important towns that houses magnificent rocks and hills in Nigeria. The ancient town (Oke-Idanre) yielded about 80.0% of its landmass to rock outcrops, while about 62.0% of the new town (Odode Idanre) is occupied by this gigantic phenomenon (Akinsunlola: 1999) . Although Oke-Idanre is no longer inhabited, many of the institutions and celebrations of the Idanre people remained tied to remaining buildings and sanctuaries in Old Idanre, which is now revered as the spiritual home of the community (Adeniran, 2012:15 
Pre-Colonial Traditional

Political Institution in Idanre Kingdom
During the pre-colonial era, Owa (title of Those Africans who sided with the Europeans were merely reacting to the prevailing circumstances of inter and intragroup rivalries in which the weak groups tried to use the European factor to achieve their aims. For instance, Obaro Ikime is of the opinion that though those Africans who sided with the Europeans facilitated colonialism, 'it is important to appreciate the fact that they did not necessarily see themselves as saboteurs or collaborators…such groups or individuals were merely seeking to use the British as allies for the promotion of their own interests'. See: Ikime, O. (1977) . The Fall of Nigeria. London: Heinemann Educational Books Ltd, p. 211.
